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Telephone: 
Blaydon  2822 


Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Blaydon-on-Tyne. 


July,  1966. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Blaydon  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentleman. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1965. 

The  population  figures  show  a natural  increase  of  202,  with  an  estimated  popula- 
tion increase  of  250. 

The  birth  rates  in  the  District,  County  and  Country  have  all  fallen  although  the 
figure  for  the  District  remains  higher  than  those  for  the  other  two.  There  was  a 
small  decrease  of  16  in  the  number  of  births  during  the  year.  The  death  rates 
throughout  the  Country,  in  the  County  and  in  the  District,  all  show  a slight  increase 
as  does  the  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  District.  Unless  a trend  persists,  however, 
it  cannot  be  regarded  as  significant.  The  infant  mortality  rate  shows  an  unexpected 
increase  but  remains  less  than  that  for  1963  and  is  made  the  more  marked  by  the 
exceedingly  low  rate  last  year.  It  remains  comparable  with  those  for  the  County 
and  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  366  deaths  during  the  year,  189  resulted  from  cardio-vascular  disease 
and  61  from  cancer,  this  latter  figure  being  the  second  lowest  in  the  last  7 years. 

The  biennial  increase  of  prevalence  of  measles  has  caused  the  total  number  of 
notifiable  diseases  to  rise  to  379  as  compared  with  129  in  1964,  340  cases  of  measles 
being  notified.  5 cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  5 deaths  were  recorded  from 
tuberculosis  and  3 cases  were  reported  as  recovered,  the  number  remaining  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  116,  16  fewer  than  at  the  end  of 
1964.  2 cases  of  dy sentry  and  5 cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  and  normal 
routine  investigations  and  preventive  measures  were  carried  out  effectively.  It  is 
pleasing  to  record  no  reported  cases  of  diphtheria,  typhoid,  paratyphoid  or  smallpox 
during  the  past  10  years  or  of  poliomyelitis  since  1959. 

As  detailed  in  section  III  of  this  Report,  immunisation  programmes  continued  to 
be  pursued  vigorously,  with  prophylaxis  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus, 
poliomyelitis,  smallpox  and  tuberculosis.  The  same  section  contains  details  of  the 
operations  in  the  District  of  the  Blood  Donor  Panel  and  the  Mobile  X-ray  Unit. 

Through  the  medium  of  health  visitors  and  other  nursing  personnel,  and  by  the 
wide  distribution  of  posters  and  pamphlets,  health  education  continued  to  be  pursued. 
Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  supply  of  food  posters  to  food  premises  and  to 
food  handlers,  who  have  become  more  conscious  thereby  of  their  responsibilities. 

The  County  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  extension  of  the  provision  of 
Residential  Accommodation  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  a further  hostel  at 
Ryton  being  opened  for  active  use  in  the  middle  of  the  year. 

The  Council  continued  to  give  practical  support  to  all  welfare  activities  and. 
through  the  willing  collaboration  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  and  an  industrial 
canteen,  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  has  continued.  It  is  regrettable  that,  through 
transport  difficulties,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  further  increase  the  number  of 
recipients. 

The  extensive  and  widespread  chiropody  service,  referred  to  in  my  previous 


3 


Report,  has  continued  to  expand  and  during  1965,  a free  service  was  started  at  clinics 
at  Blaydon.  Chopwell,  High  Spen  and  Winlaton  while  additional  clinics  are  planned 
to  be  opened  in  1966  in  other  localities.  Details  are  given  on  page  21. 

After  preliminary  meetings,  an  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  was  re-estab- 
lished and  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  took  place  on  the  22nd  October,  1965. 
Its  activities  have  been  mainly  devoted  to  planning  the  organisation,  in  various  parts 
of  the  District,  of  Luncheon  Clubs  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  opened  at  different  times 
throughout  1966.  These  should  cater  to  some  extent  for  the  less  disabled  of  those 
who  cannot  be  included  in  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  even  when  further  expanded. 

Family  Case  Conferences,  the  formation  of  which  was  first  reported  last  year, 
continued  to  be  held  and  solutions  of  family  difficulties  were  thereby  found. 

Local  Co-ordinating  Committee  meetings  continued  in  No.  1 Health  Area,  three 
being  held  during  the  year.  Details  of  its  activities  are  given  on  page  20. 

The  physical  and  bacteriological  quality  of  the  domestic  water  supply  in  the 
District  remained  at  a high  level. 

A marked  improvement  has  been  observed  in  the  standard  of  supply  of  the 
Durham  County  Water  Board,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  new  Honey  Hill 
Filtration  Plant  and  no  serious  complaint  was  received.  I am  indebted  to  the 
laboratory  and  the  engineering  staffs  of  both  Water  Undertakings  for  their  generous 
co-operation  with  Health  Department  Staff  of  this  and  adjacent  Districts. 

The  anticipated  much  improved  service,  due  to  the  introduction  of  a more 
modern  and  efficient  type  of  refuse  collection  vehicle,  has  been  realised  and  a further 
vehicle  is  on  order.  The  benefits  of  these  have  been  somewhat  offset  by  the  increased 
personal  load  carrying  of  the  binlifters  associated  with  the  open  planning  on  new 
housing  estates.  The  same  high  standard  of  refuse  collection  has,  nevertheless,  been 
maintained,  in  parallel  with  the  continued  paper  sack  system  of  collection. 

The  Council  has  participated  in  the  North  Regional  Planning  Project  on  Refuse 
Disposal  which  has  been  considered  advantageous  because  of  the  change  in  character 
of  refuse  collected  with  the  resulting  disposal  difficulties. 

The  importance  of  food  and  food  premises  inspection  led  the  Department 
inspectorate  to  visit  each  such  premises  at  least  twice  during  the  year.  It  is  pleasing 
to  report  that,  in  general,  a marked  improvement  was  observed. 

It  was.  therefore  with  the  greatest  regret  that  the  Council  found  it  necessary 
to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  seven  cases,  in  all  of  which  convictions  were  obtained. 
The  distribution  of  food  posters  to  guide  proprieters  and  staff  of  all  food  establish- 
ments in  the  practice  of  good  hygiene  has,  as  stated  earlier,  continued. 

Work  has  continued  in  a satisfactory  manner  on  measures  necessary  to  remove 
bad  housing  conditions,  legal  enactments  being  invoked  to  effect  slum  clearance, 
repairs  and  improvements. 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  continued  good  progress  in  sanitary  and 
health  measures.  I would,  once  again,  express  my  thanks  to  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  the  Council  for  their  co-operation  and  understanding  which  has 
greatly  helped  in  my  ov/n  task  and  made  the  Department’s  efforts  the  more  rewarding 
and  effective.  I would  record  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  other  Departments  of  the 
Council  for  their  willing  co-operation  when  asked  for. 

The  work  of  the  staff  and  other  employees  of  the  Health  Department  continued 
at  a high  level,  the  good  relations  existing  within  this  Department  having  contributed 
very  considerably  to  the  high  standard  which  has  been  maintained.  My  thanks  are 
due  to  all  the  officers  of  the  Department  for  their  continued  excellent  work. 

The  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector.  Mr.  D.  R.  Bottomlev.  was  successful  in  his 
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final  examination  at  the  midsummer  examination  and  has  obtained  an  appointment, 
as  Public  Health  inspector,  with  another  authority  which  he  commenced  on  the  15th 
August,  1965.  1 extend  to  him  my  good  wishes  for  his  future. 

The  staff  establishment  in  the  Department  was  increased  by  an  additional 
Departmental  Clerk,  the  vacant  post  being  filled  by  the  transfer  of  a member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Clerk's  Department,  Miss  Irene  Wilson,  who  joined  this  Department 
on  the  1 9th  July,  1965,  and  I would  extend  to  her  a welcome  and  my  good  wishes. 

The  helpful  collaboration  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff,  and  staff 
assistance  when  required,  must  be  recorded  with  my  thanks. 

Mrs.  Preece  was  appointed  Area  Health  Clerk  in  late  1964  in  succession  to  Mrs. 
Brown;  after  giving  brief  but  valuable  assistance,  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  resign 
her  appointment  the  following  March  for  personal  domestic  reasons  and  I would 
thank  her  for  her  help. 

Mrs.  Martin,  whose  appointment  was  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report,  took  up 
her  duties  as  Area  Health  Clerk  on  the  1 1th  February,  1965,  and  to  her  I am  indebted 
for  the  collection  and  compiling  of  the  detailed  material  relating  to  Personal  Health 
Services;  this  has  been  carried  out  most  efficiently  and  to  her  also  my  thanks  are  due. 

While  special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  various  voluntary  services  who 
have  done  so  much  for  the  community  in  welfare  matters,  I would  also  express 
appreciation  to  all  other  Organisations  outside  of  Local  Government  who  have 
collaborated  so  willingly  in  supplying  me  with  information  regarding  their  activities 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOFIN  A.  DRYDEN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  PHYSICAL  FEATURES 


Part  of  the  northern  boundary  is  the  River  Tyne  from  Derwent  Haughs  to  Stella 
Haughs  which  is  also  the  boundary  between  the  counties  of  Durham  and  Northumber- 
land. From  Stella  to  where  it  joins  Stanley  Bum  at  the  north-west  extremity  of  the 
District,  the  boundary  follows  the  line  of  Blaydon,  Barlow  and  Coal  Burns  and 
separates  Blaydon  and  Ryton  Urban  Districts. 

The  western  boundary  is  formed  by  the  Red,  Clinty  and  Milkwell  Burns.  This 
is  also  the  County  boundary  where  this  District  adjoins  Prudhoe  Urban,  Hexham 
Rural  and  Consett  Urban  Districts. 

The  south  and  south-east  boundary  is  the  River  Derwent  which  enters  the  River 
Tyne  east  of  Blaydon  at  Derwent  Haughs. 

ELECTORAL  DIVISIONS  AND  WARDS. 

The  District  comprises  three  County  Electoral  Divisions  and  four  Wards  as 
detailed  below: — 

(a)  Blaydon  East  — The  Blaydon  Ward  of  the  Urban  District. 

(b)  Blaydon  Central — The  Winlaton  Ward  of  the  Urban  District. 

(c)  Blaydon  West  — The  Chopwell  Ward  and  the  Rowlands  Gill  and  High 

Spen  Ward  of  the  Urban  District. 

(a)  Blaydon  East. 

Blaydon  Ward — is  situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  River  Tyne  and  is  both 
residential  and  industrial.  Considerable  industrial  development  has  taken  place, 
on  the  land  lying  between  Shibdon  Road  and  the  River  Tyne,  by  the  expansion 
of  existing  industries  and  the  opening  up  of  new  and  varied  industrial  projects. 
This  land  is  already  scheduled,  on  the  Town  Map,  largely  for  industrial  purposes. 
There  is  little  improvement,  compared  with  last  year,  in  the  rate  of  progress 
with  the  proposed  Blaydon  Central  Area  Development  Scheme. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  commencement  was  made  on  work  needed  for  the 
construction  of  the  new  Scotswood  Bridge. 

Estimated  population  : 8,173. 

(b)  Blaydon  Central. 

Winlaton  Ward — is  situated  to  the  south  of  Blaydon  at  a height  of  300  feet  and 
is  preponderantly  residential.  The  pattern  of  the  approved  County  Development 
Plan  has  taken  further  shape  with  the  commencement  of  concentrated  housing 
development  carried  out  both  by  private  enterprise  and  the  Council.  Admini- 
strative progress  was  again  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of  the  proposed  new 
housing  and  shopping  development  planned  for  the  central  area  of  the  Ward. 
Most  of  the  population  is  employed  outside  the  Ward  in  engineering  on  industrial 
Tyneside,  the  mining  and  railway  industries. 

Estimated  population  : 9,619. 

(c)  Blaydon  West. 

Rowlands  Gill  and  High  Spen  Ward — is  centrally  situated  in  the  District,  is 
semi-rural  in  character  and  is  essentially  residential.  Housing  and  industrial 
development  has  continued  at  a reasonable  rate  in  the  Rowlands  Gill  area 
including  a start  being  made  on  the  new  Derwent  Park.  No  appreciable  change 
has  taken  place  in  High  Spen.  The  population,  most  of  which  is  employed  in 
the  mining  industry,  finds  employment  outside  the  Ward. 

Estimated  population  : 8,038. 

Chopwell  Ward — is  mostly  agricultural  and  forestry,  the  bulk  of  the  population 
being  concentrated  in  Chopwell  and  Blackhall  Mill.  Coal  mining  is  still  the 
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chief  industry  providing  employment  in  the  Ward  although  many  former  work- 
men in  this  industry  have  now  had  to  find  employment  with  nearby  undertakings 
outside  the  District 

Estimated  population  : 5,390. 

TOWN  MAP  AREA  PROPOSALS. 

Housing  development  is  likely  to  continue  for  many  years  to  come  in  the 
Winlaton  and  Rowlands  Gill  areas.  The  tendency  will  be  for  the  population  in  these 
areas  to  increase  by  approximately  3,000  by  1974. 

With  Town  Map  Area  Proposals  no  further  extensive  housing  development  can 
be  anticipated  in  Blackhall  Mill,  High  Spen,  Chopwell  or  Stella.  Populations  in 
these  villages  will  tend,  if  anything,  to  decrease. 

The  population  in  the  villages  of  Winlaton  Mill,  Barlow  and  Highfield  are 
expected  to  remain  more  or  less  static,  whereas  the  movement  of  occupants  of  unfit 
houses  from  Blaydon  to  Winlaton  will  obviously  result  in  a decrease  in  the  population 
of  the  Blaydon  Ward. 
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STATISTICS 


General. 

Acreage — 9,325. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses: 

Council  4,095  Other  6,404  Total  10,499 

Number  of  Other  Premises  : 1,803. 

Rateable  Value  : £794,016. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  : £2,896. 

Vital. 

Population  — 1931 — 32,248 
1951—30,791 
1965—31,220 

Density  of  persons  per  house  : 2.973 


Births  : Comparability  Factor  : 0.98 

Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Number  293  275  568 

Rate  per  1,000  population  : C.F.  Adjusted 

Blaydon  Urban  District  18.19  18.54 

Durham  County  18.10  17.70 

England  and  Wales  1 8.00  — 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  : Male  Female  Total 

Number  16  10  26 

Percentage  of  total  live  births  : 4.58% 

Still  Births  : Male  Female  Total 

Number  7 6 13 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  : 22.38 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births  : 581 

Deaths  : Comparability  Factor  : 1.17 

Male  Female  Total 

Number  204  162  366 

Crude  Death  Rate  : C.F.  Adjusted 

Blaydon  Urban  District  11.72  13.71 

Durham  County  11.40  13.50 

England  and  Wales  11.50  — 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  during  1965  were  : 

1.  Coronary  Diseases  102 

2.  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 52 

3.  Respiratory  Disease  42 

4.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 37 

5.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  29  (+2) 

6.  Malignant  Neoplasms  at  Defined  Sites  30 

7.  Other  Heart  Diseases  20  ( + 3) 

Infant  Mortality  (deaths  under  1 year) 

Male  Female  Total 

Number  6 7 13 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  (total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Blaydon  Urban  District  22.89 

Durham  County  20.57 

England  and  Wales  19.00 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1.000  legitimate  live  births  23 
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Graph  comparing  Crude  Birth  Rates  of  BLAYDON  URBAN  DIM  RIG  I DURHAM 
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Blaydon  Urban  District  Durham  County  England  and  Walrs 
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Durham  County  England  and  Wales 
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Blaydon  Urban  District  Durham  County  England  and  Wales 


III. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  Provision. 

(1)  Hospital  Services. 

Hospital  facilities  for  the  District  are  provided  by  the  Newcastle  Regional 
Hospital  Board  through  the  North-West  Durham  and  Gateshead  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committees. 

(a)  General. 

The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  and  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  Newcastle, 
the  Bensham  General  and  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospitals,  Gateshead,  receive  the 
majority  of  medical  and  surgical  cases  from  the  District.  Some  cases  are  also 
referred  to  and  treated  at  the  Hexham  General  Hospital  as  convenient.  Hospital 
in-patient  and  out-patient  treatment  for  suitable  cases  is  also  obtainable  at  the 
Dunston  Hill  Hospital;  and  the  Whickham  and  District  War  Memorial  Cottage 
Hospital  undertakes  the  treatment  of  a limited  number  of  medical  and  surgical  cases. 
Lee  Hill  Hospital,  Lanchester,  has  a bed  capacity  of  300  and  caters  for  patients  who 
are  chronically  sick,  orthopaedic  or  geriatric  in  category.  It  also  provides,  under 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  Part  III  Accommodation  for  patients. 

(b)  Midwifery  and  Gynaecology. 

The  great  majority  of  cases  of  this  nature  which  require  hospital  treatment  are 
sent  either  to  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle,  the  Bensham  General 
or  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospitals,  Gateshead,  or  the  Richard  Murray  Hospital, 
Shotley  Bridge. 

(c)  Infections  Diseases. 

(i)  Tuberculosis. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients  in  sanatoria 
throughout  the  counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland.  Normans  Riding  Infec- 
tious Diseases  Hospital,  Winlaton,  is  used  as  a sanatorium  for  both  male  and  female 
patients.  There  is  a Chest  Clinic  attached  to  the  Whickham  and  District  War 
Memorial  Cottage  Hospital  where  a Chest  Physician  attends  and  holds  regular 
clinical  sessions.  Early  diagnosis  of  such  sufferers,  and  their  admission  to  hospital 
promptly  thereafter,  has  now  been  achieved  resulting  in  a much  improved  prospect 
of  recovery  and  complete  cure. 

(ii)  Venereal  Diseases. 

Specialist  treatment  is  available  for  these  complaints  at  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic,  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  where  every  effort  is  made  to  maintain 
secrecy  and  avoid  attendance  becoming  generally  known.  General  practitioners  are 
able  to  refer  patients  to  the  Clinic  for  necessary  investigation  and  treatment. 

(iii)  Smallpox. 

Provision  is  made  at  Langley  Park  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  isolation  and 
treatment  of  cases  of  smallpox  which,  should  such  occur  in  the  District,  would  be 
admitted  thereto  promptly. 

(iv)  Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  of  other  infectious  diseases  requiring  isolation  are  treated  either  at  the 
Sheriff  Hill  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Gateshead,  or  the  Walkergate  Hospital, 
Newcastle. 

(d)  Mental  Health. 

The  Lee  Hill  Hospital,  Lanchester,  provides  44  beds  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  mentally  sick. 
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Cases  of  acute  or  severe  mental  illness  are  normally  admitted  to  St.  Nicholas’ 
Hospital,  Newcastle.  Less  severe  cases  can  also  be  received  there  for  care  and 
treatment. 

(e)  Convalescent  Home. 

The  establishment  situate  in  Ryton  Urban  District,  formerly  known  as  the 
Castle  Hill  Convalescent  Home,  is  now  styled  the  Country  Branch  Annexe  of  the 
Royal  Victoria  Infirmary.  It  is  no  longer  strictly  a convalescent  home  and  does 
not  admit  patients  directly  but  only  for  pre  or  post  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  treat- 
ment. There  are  95  beds,  50  for  women  patients  and  the  remainder  for  men. 

(2)  Laboratory  Services. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  the  District  operates  from  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Pathological  Institute,  Newcastle  General  Hospital.  By  arrange- 
ment with  the  Durham  County  Council,  all  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination 
are  sent  there  by  general  practitioners,  patients  and  Health  Departments  of  the  Local 
Authorities,  and  investigated  and  reported  upon  free  of  charge. 

(3)  Blood  Transfusion  Service. 

The  Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Service  has  its  Headquarters  in  the  Newcastle 
General  Hospital.  It  provides  all  necessary  service  for  this  District.  It  has  a Donor 
Panel  Department  which  organises  and  maintains  Blood  Donor  Panels  in  each 
locality.  In  this  District,  during  1965,  sessions  were  held  as  under.  The  figures 
show  the  strength  of  the  panel  on  the  dates  listed,  also  the  number  of  donations  which 
were  received  on  those  dates. 


Name  of 

Date  of 

Strength 

Total 

Panel 

Sessions  Centre 

Sessions 

of  Panel 

Attendance 

Blaydon  and 

Trinity  Church  Hall, 

8th  January 

155 

96 

District 

John  Street 

9th  July 

155 

105 

Chopwell  and 

Co-operative  Hall 

8th  June 

137 

87 

District 

7th  December 

137 

84 

Rowlands  Gill 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall, 

30th  March 

154 

90 

and  District 

Strathmore  Road 

5th  October 

154 

98 

Winlaton 

Winlaton  and  District  Social 

25th  February 

182 

101 

Club 

26th  August 

182 

92 

(4)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  which  serves  this  District  is  Unit  1A,  which  is 
based  on  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital.  A Mobile  Unit  visits  Districts  at  times 
throughout  the  year  and  holds  public  sessions  and  sessions  at  industrial  establish- 
ments. Although  no  sessions  were  held  during  1965,  it  is  expected  that  the  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  will  spend  a week  during  1966  in  No.  1 Health  Area  (Blaydon, 
Ryton  and  Whickham  Urban  Districts)  holding  public  sessions.  It  is  possible  that 
industrial  establishments  will  also  be  visited. 

Local  Authority  Provision. 

(I)  Local  Health  Authority. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  Urban  District  is  the  Durham  County 
Council  which  is  responsible  for  the  following  Health  Services: — 

(a)  Health  Centres 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

(c)  Midwifery 

(d)  Health  Visiting 

(e)  Home  Nursing 

ff)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
(g)  Ambulances 
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(h)  Prevention  cu  Illness;  Care  and  After-Care  of  sick  persons 

(i)  Home  Help  Service 

(j)  Mental  Health 

(k)  Other  Community  Care  Services 

(l)  Central  and  Local  Co-ordinating  Committees 

fm)  Health  Education 

(a)  Health  Centres. 

There  are,  as  yet,  no  Health  Centres  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  in  operation 
in  the  District. 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Clinics,  where  mothers  and  children  may  attend  for  the  treatment  of  minor 
ailments  in  school  children,  for  dental  and  for  sunray  treatment,  and  for  maternity 
and  child  welfare  services,  are  provided  by  the  Education  and  Health  Departments 
of  the  Durham  County  Council  at  various  Centres  throughout  the  District.  Centres 
in  the  District,  where  treatment  is  provided  and  welfare  foods  supplied,  have  sessions 
as  listed  below. 


Blaydon 

Address  of  Centre 

Axwell  Park  Clinic, 
Shibdon  Road 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic 

Sessions 

Tuesday  and  Friday 
afternoons,  alternate 
Tuesday  mornings  and 
alternate  Thursday 
afternoons. 

Dental  Clinic 

Distribution  of 

Welfare  Foods 

Mondays  and  Fridays 
weekly 

Tuesdays  weekly  and 
Friday  afternoons 

Chopwell 

Trinity  Methodist 
Church  Hall 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic 
Distribution  of 

Welfare  Foods 

Alternate  Monday 
afternoons 

Alternate  Monday 
afternoons 

Rowlands 

Gill 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic 
Distribution  of 

Welfare  Foods 

Wednesday  afternoon# 

Wednesday  afternoons 

Winlaton 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic 
Distribution  of 

Welfare  Foods 

Tuesdays  weekly  and 
alternate  Thursdays 
Tuesdays  weekly  and 
alternate  Thursday 
afternoons 

Winlaton 

Mill 

Village  Hall 

Distribution  of 

Welfare  Foods 

Alternate  Tuesday 
mornings  between 

11  a.m.  and  12  noon 

Assistant  Welfare  Medical  Officers  attend  certain  sessions  at  Centres,  informa- 
tion regarding  which  can  be  obtained  at  the  appropriate  Centre. 

On  the  stated  days,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  open  from 
9.30 — 12  noon  and  from  1.30 — 4 p.m.,  and  the  Centres  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare 
Foods  from  10  a.m. — 12  noon  and  2 — 4 p.m. 

(c)  Midwifery. 

An  expectant  mother  can  have  the  services  of  any  doctor  who  undertakes 
maternity  work  as  part  of  the  General  Practitioner  Service  organised  by  the  Durham 
Executive  Council.  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  are  available  at  Local  Health 
Authority  Clinics.  A domiciliary  midwifery  service  is  also  provided.  The  names, 
addresses  and  telephone  numbers  of  the  District  Midwives  are  given  below. 
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Ward 

Blaydon 


Name 

Mrs.  H.  Waggott 


Winlaton 

High  Spen 
Rowlands  Gill 

Blackhall  Mill 


Mrs.  M.  D.  Scott 
Mrs.  M.  I.  Moan 
Mrs.  R.  Reynolds 


Address 

17  Oswin  Street, 

Blaydon 

100  Hanover  Drive. 
Hanover  Estate,  Winlaton 

1 I Olga  Terrace, 

Highfield 

2 Wood  View,  Chopwell 


Tel.  No. 
Blaydon  2351 

Blaydon  3241 

Rowlands  Gill 
2502 

Chopwell  306 


Chopwell  1 

143  births  in  the  District  were  notified  by  District  Midwives  during  the  year. 


(d)  Health  Visiting. 


Health  Visitors  attend  persons  in  their  homes  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice 
to  aged  or  ill  persons,  to  advise  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  on  the  care  of  young 
children  and  to  stress  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  The 
names,  and  addresses,  and  telephone  numbers  as  available,  of  the  District  Health 
Visitors  and  the  number  and  types  of  domiciliary  visits  carried  out  in  the  District 
are  given  below. 


Ward 

High  Spen  and 
Rowlands  Gill 


Name 

Miss  G.  A.  Bryant 


Address 

22  Cowen  Terrace, 
Rowlands  Gill 


Tel.  No. 


Blaydon 


Chopwell  and 
Blackhall  Mill 


Miss  G.  Cato  29  Trajan  Walk,  Heddon-on- 

the-Wall,  Northumberland 

Mrs.  E.  Robinson  Swiss  Cottage,  Hamsterley 

Mill  Estate,  Rowlands  Gill 


Winlaton  (part  of)  Miss  J.  Sanderson  3 The  Crescent,  Bridgehill, 

Blackhill,  Consett 

Shotley  Bridge 
3158 


Winlaton  (part  of) 


Mrs.  F.  M.  Cavanagh 


2 Woodlands  Road, 
Shotley  Bridge 


Domiciliary  Visits  : 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  7,658 

Tuberculosis  268 

Mentally  Sub-normal  246 

Schools  462 

General  Health  194 

Aged  People  833 


TOTAL  — 9,661 


(e)  Home  Nursing. 

A Home  Nursing  Service  is  provided  as  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority.  Any  requests  for  the  services  of  a Home  Nurse  should  be  made  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Home  Nursing  at  County  Hall.  Durham  (Tel.  No.  Durham  4411); 
or  to  one  of  the  District  Nurses  whose  names,  addresses  and  telephone  numbers  are 
listed  below. 


Ward 

Name 

Address 

Tel.  No. 

Blaydon 

Mrs. 

D.  F.  Taylor 

3 Seymour  Terrace. 
Barmoor.  Ryton 

Ryton  2485 

Chopwell 
(until  19th  Sept.) 
(from  20th  Sept.) 

Miss 

Mrs. 

G.  Hearne 

K.  Wigham 

2 Trent  Street.  Chopwell 

38  Peartree  Terrace, 
Chopwell 

Chopwell  221 
Chopwell  223 

High  Spen 

Mrs. 

E.  Angus 

13  Barkwood  Road. 
Rowlands  Gill 

Rowlands  Gill 
2629 

Winlaton 

Mrs. 

L.  I.  Auckland 

6 Naylor  Avenue, 

Winlaton  Mill 

Blaydon  3203 

16,328  visits 

were 

made  by  District  Nurses  during  the  year. 
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(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  may  be  obtained 
free  of  charge  on  application  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  or  from  any 
General  Medical  Practitioner  in  the  National  Health  Service. 

Immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  is  available,  free  of  charge,  for  all  unprotected 
persons  under  forty  years  of  age  and  not  less  than  six  months  old  on  the  date  of 
application,  for  all  expectant  mothers  and  for  certain  other  specified  persons,  on 
application  to  General  Medical  Practitioners,  to  the  County  Health  Department  in 
Durham,  to  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  Area  or  at  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres.  Sessions  are  also  arranged  at  clinics  in  the  District  where 
eligible  persons  may  receive  such  protection.  Protection  is  now  preponderantly  by 
oral  vaccine  although  immunisation  is  still  available  by  injection. 

Yearly  schemes  are  arranged  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
immunisation,  at  school  of  school  children  against  diphtheria,  tetanus  and 
poliomyelitis. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge  on  application 
to  any  General  Practitioner  who  has  agreed  to  give  service  within  the  National 
Health  Service  General  Practitioner  Service;  and,  for  children,  also  at  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  may  be  carried  out,  in  appropriate 
circumstances,  by  the  Chest  Physician  at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Whickham.  The 
vaccination  with  B.C.G.  of  all  non-immune  school  children  over  eleven  years 
is  carried  out  yearly  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  Area. 

Statistics  of  immunisations  and  vaccinations  carried  out  in  the  District  are  given 
in  Part  IV  of  this  Report. 

(g)  Ambulance  Service. 

The  Durham  County  Council  Health  Department  controls  and  provides  the 
ambulance  facilities  for  the  Administrative  County. 

All  requests  for  an  ambulance  should  be  made  to  the  Message  Receiving  Centre 
at  the  Ambulance  Headquarters  Control,  Framwellgate  Moor,  Durham  (Tel.  No. 
Durham  3426),  which  is  responsible  for  such  service  to  the  No.  1 Health  Area.  The 
Centre  is  open  for  message  reception  for  24  hours  a day,  but  its  telephone  number 
will  be  changed,  as  from  the  2nd  February,  1966,  to  Durham  4488. 

A General  Service  Sub-Depot  at  Winlaton  deals,  on  instruction  from  Durham, 
with  routine  work  of  the  service  from  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m.  Mondays  to  Fridays,  and 
from  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m.  on  Saturdays. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  respect  of  No.  1 Health  Area  are  given 
below: — 

Stretcher  Cases  Sitting  Cases  Journeys  Miles 
1,577  19,175  3,588  107.341 

(h)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  of  Sick  Persons. 

Nursing  equipment  for  sick  persons  is  provided,  by  Durham  County  Council, 
on  request  through  General  Medical  Practitioners,  District  Nurses  or  Hospital 
Almoners.  Invalid  chairs  are  also  available;  and  extra  nourishment  or  bedding  can 
be  supplied  to  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  A charge  is  normally  made  for 
these  services  but,  in  certain  circumstances,  the  charge  may  be  reduced  or  waived 
altogether. 

The  under-listed  items  of  equipment  can  be  so  supplied. 
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Adult  Cots 
Air  Rings 
Bed  Cages 
Bed  Packs 
Bedpans 
Bedrests 

Bedsteads  (Iron) 


Chairs  (Push) 

Chairs  (Junior  Push) 
Chairs  (Rim-Driven) 
Commodes 
Dunlopillo  Cushions 
Eneuresis  Sets 


Fracture  Boards 
Junior  Spinal  Carriages 
Leg  Rests 
Lifting  Poles 
Mattresses  (Sorbo) 
Rubber  Sheeting 
Urinals 


Equipment  was  received  by  150  residents  in  the  District  during  1965. 

Limited  accommodation  is  available  in  convalescent  homes  provided  by  volun- 
tary agencies  and  by  the  County  Council;  information  regarding  this  can  be  obtained 
from  the  County  Health  Department.  Domiciliary  visits  are  made  to  patients  at 
home  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses. 

(x)  Chiropody  Service. 

As  part  of  its  responsibilities  as  the  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  District,  the 
County  Council  finances  the  Chiropody  Service  run  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service.  The  actual  chiropody  treatment  is  carried  out  by  fully  qualified  chiropodists 
and  all  residents  of  pensionable  age  are  eligible  for  this  service  should  they  require 
it.  Details  of  this  service  are  set  out  on  page  21. 

(i)  Home  Help  Services. 

Domestic  help  is  provided  for  households  where  such  help  is  needed  because 
of  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  an  expectant  mother,  lying-in,  ill,  aged  or  a 
child  not  over  school  age.  Requests  for  the  services  of  a Home  Help  can  be  made 
to  the  Assistant  Organiser,  Mrs.  Lawther,  62,  Barkwood  Road,  Rowlands  Gill. 
Anyone  wishing  to  contact  her  can  do  so  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Axwell  Park,  Blaydon,  every  Friday  morning  between  9 and  11  a.m.  (Tel.  No. 
Blaydon  3291),  or  at  her  home  (Tel.  No.  Rowlands  Gill  2306). 

Details  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Home  Help  Service  in  No.  I Health  Area 


during  the  year  are  given  below. 

Number  of  cases  at  1/1/65  439 

New  cases  served  during  the  year  312 

Total  number  of  cases  served  during  the  year  751 

Cases  terminated  during  the  year  182 

Cases  served  at  31  / 12/65  569 

Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  31/12/65  345 

Visits  made  by  Assistant  Organisers  during  year  4,712 

(j)  Mental  Health. 


Under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  the  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible 
for  domiciliary  supervision,  care  and  after-care,  of  the  mentally  sick  and  the  educa- 
tionally subnormal. 

An  Adult  Residential  Training  Centre  for  the  Educationally  Subnormal  of  the 
County  is  situated  at  Lanchester.  Residents  live-in  from  Monday  to  Friday  of  each 
week,  returning  home  at  the  week-end. 

For  non-adults,  a similar  but  non-residential  Junior  Training  Centre  is  estab- 
lished at  Consett.  There  is  also,  at  Gateshead,  a Day  Centre  for  the  Educationally 
Subnormal  which  can  be  attended  by  residents  from  Whickham,  Dunston  and 
Swalwell.  There  are  two  such  Centres,  the  Junior  Training  Centre  for  boys  and 
girls  under  sixteen  years,  and  the  Senior  Training  Centre  for  older  boys. 

Additionally,  some  children  in  No.  1 Health  Area  continue  to  attend  daily  the 
Training  Centre  at  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital,  Prudhoe. 

Statistics  are  given  below  of  the  number  of  residents  from  this  District  being 
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supervised  or  cared  for  by  County  Council  staff  as  a responsibility  under  this  Act. 

No.  of  Persons  registered  No.  of  Persons  No.  of  Persons 

as  Mentally  Subnormal  under  Supervision  in  Hospitals 

122  87  35 

(k)  Other  Community  Care  Services. 

The  names,  addresses,  telephone  numbers  and  scops  of  duties  of  the  various 
Field  Officers  for  these  Services,  are  set  out  below. 


Home  Teacher  of  the  Blind 


Name  and  Address 

Tel.  No 

Nature  of  Duties 

Miss  J.  Coulthard, 

10  Ravensworth  Terrace, 
Dunston,  Gateshead,  1 1 

Domiciliary  visiting  of  blind  and  partially 
sighted  persons. 

Mental  Welfare  Officers 

Name  and  Address 

Tel.  No. 

Nature  of  Duties 

Mr.  W.  M.  A.  Thomson. 

20  Ardrossan, 

Wentworth  Park  Estate, 
Ouston 

Birtley  2561 

Removal  of  mentally  ill  patients  to  hospital 
under  Mental  Health  Act,  1959.  Supervision 
of  subnormal  persons,  mainly  adult  males. 
After-care  of  mentally  ill  persons. 

Miss  S.  V.  Kelly, 

Health  Department, 

County  Hall, 

Durham 

Durham  4411 
(Ext.  375) 
Stanley  2683 

Responsible  for  supervision  of  certain 
subnormal  and  psychiatric  cases  and 
distribution  of  Section  57  (Exclusion  from 
School)  letters. 

(The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  may  be  contacted  at  their  own 
homes  between  9 — 10  a.m  and  4 — 5 p.m.;  if  not  available,  a 
message  may  be  left  at  Durham  4411  Ext.  372.) 

Social  Workers 

Name  and  Address 

Tel.  No. 

Nature  of  Duties 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Elliott, 

Area  Health  Office, 

Council  Chambers, 
Chester-le-Street 

Chester-le-Street 

2242 

(Until  9.30  each 
morning  except 
Tuesdays  when 
in  County  Hall) 

Casework  in  respect  of  handicapped  persons, 
some  problem  families  and  evictions. 

Mr.  A.  Robertson, 

Area  Health  Office, 

Council  Chambers, 
Chester-le-Street 

do. 

do. 

Area  Children’s  Officer 

Name  and  Address 

Tel.  No. 

Miss  M.  Bloomfield, 

1 1 Station  Road, 

Stanley 

Stanley  2792 

Child  Care  Officers 

To  be  contacted  at  To  be  contacted  at 

Stanley  2792  Houghton-le-Spring  3210 


Mr.  S.  Adair 
Mrs.  F.  Gordon 
Mrs.  V.  Graham 
Mr.  K.  Grimes 
Mr.  S.  Horswill 


Mrs.  C.  P.  Bowers 
Miss  A.  E.  Kidd 
Mr.  J.  F.  McLean 
Miss  A.  Smith 
Miss  M.  Wheldon 


(1)  Central  and  Local  Co-ordinating  Committees. 

The  above  Committees,  the  setting-up  of  which  was  recorded  in  my  previous 
Report,  continued  to  meet  at  regular  intervals;  and  the  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  for  each  District  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  appropriate  Local  Committee. 
During  the  year  1965,  three  meetings  of  the  No.  1 Health  Area  Local  Co-ordinat- 
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ing  Committee  were  held.  The  under-listed  voluntary  organisations  were  represented. 

British  Red  Cross  Society 

Community  Centres 

Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees. 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 

Women's  Voluntary  Service  for  Civil  Defence 

These  meetings  were  well  attended  and  it  is  felt  that  they  served  a very  useful 
purpose  in  making  known  to  the  different  organisations  the  scope  of  work  undertaken 
by  each  and  thereby  determining  how  much  voluntary  work  could  most  usefully 
cover  the  needs  of  the  Area. 

(m)  Health  Education. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Local  Health  and  Local  Sanitary  Authorities 
have  power  to  arrange  programmes  of  health  education  within  their  area  of  jurisdic- 
tion. Additionally,  Local  Health  Authorities  are  further  authorised  in  this  respect 
in  various  sections  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

No  special  development  in  this  direction  has  yet  taken  place  but,  as  in  previous 
years,  Ministry  and  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  posters  and  pamphlets 
have  been  distributed  widely  to  appropriate  organisations,  for  display  on  the  premises 
and  distribution  to  staff.  This  has  particularly  applied  to  food  hygiene  and  anti- 
smoking publications.  It  has  still  not  been  possible  to  arrange  the  visit  to  the  Area 
of  the  Mobile  Team  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  referred  to  in 
my  Report  last  year  but  it  is  hoped  that  progress  in  this  matter  will  not  be  long 
delayed. 

(2)  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  Local  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  Urban  District  is  the  District  Council, 
and  the  work  carried  out  by  the  District  Health  Department  is  discussed  in  detail 
later  in  the  Report. 

(a)  Meals  on  Wheels. 

A Meals  on  Wheels  Service,  sponsored  by  this  Council  with  financial  assistance 
jointly  from  the  District  and  County  Councils  and  run  by  the  Blaydon  Branch  of 
the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  was  commenced  on  the  24th  August,  1964  and, 
throughout  1965,  catered  for  meals  for  12  recipients.  The  hot  meals  were  delivered 
twice  per  week  to  these  12  residents. 

It  is  regrettable  that  so  few  could  be  provided  with  this  service  due  to  difficulty 
of  provision  of  transport;  but  it  is  expected  that  the  number  can  be  increased  in  1966 
to  at  least  24.  It  is  also  hoped  that,  if  additional  transport  becomes  available,  the 
service  could  be  still  further  extended. 

The  co-operation  and  invaluable  work  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  in 
running  this  service  and  the  supply  of  the  necessary  meals  from  North  British 
Plastics  Ltd.  have  been  and  are  greatly  appreciated. 

(b)  Chiropody  Service. 

The  Chiropody  Service,  referred  to  in  my  1964  Report,  continues  to  expand. 
It  is  run  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  and  is  now  provided  free  of  charge, 
being  financed  entirely  by  the  Durham  County  Council.  It  is  anticipated  that 
further  clinics  will  be  opened  early  in  1966  at  Rowlands  Gill  and  Winlaton  Mill 
and  in  any  other  localities  as  found  necessary. 

Details  of  the  chiropody  clinics  open  at  the  end  of  1965  are  given  below. 


Centre 

Date  of 

No.  on 

No.  of  session 

Average 

commencement 

Register 

per  month 

attendance 

of  free  service 

per  session 

Blaydon 

5/5/65 

80 

2 

10 

Chopwell 

24/5/65 

24 

1 

10 

High  Spen  ... 

24/5/65 

28 

1 

10 

Winlaton 

3/5/65 

53 

21 

2 

10 

(c)  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 

After  preliminary  meetings  held  in  mid- 1965,  it  was  resolved  to  form  a District 
Old  People's  Welfare  Committee.  Officials  were  elected  and  it  was  decided  to  hold 
meetings  monthly,  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Committee  being  held  on  the  22nd 
October,  1965.  The  remainder  of  the  year  was  devoted  mainly  to  the  planning  of 
the  welfare  services  which  this  Committee  could  organise.  As  there  already  existed 
in  the  District  a very  active  Chiropody  Service  and  also  a Meals  on  Wheels  Service, 
the  attention  of  this  Committee  was  primarily  devoted  to  schemes  for  the  opening 
of  Luncheon  Clubs  throughout  the  District.  Methods  of  raising  funds,  apart  from 
contributions  from  County  and  District  Councils,  were  discussed  and,  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  surveys  of  the  needs  of  the  District  were  taking  place  in  all  Wards.  As 
the  first  official  meeting  of  the  Committee  took  place  so  late  in  the  year,  it  was  not 
possible  to  have  completed  more  than  preliminary  planning  of  Luncheon  Clubs; 
but  it  is  hoped  that  several  will  be  opened  in  a number  of  Wards  during  1966  and 
that  the  finances  of  the  Committee  will  have  become  well  established. 

Executive  Council  Provision. 

The  Durham  Executive  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  the  General 
Medical  and  Dental,  the  Pharmaceutical  and  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services 
for  the  District.  Medical  practices  in  the  District  are  largely  partnerships  of  two  or 
more  doctors. 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT,  1963. 

The  Co-ordinating  Committees  dealing  with  children  neglected  in  their  homes, 
which  were  re-named  Family  Case  Conferences  last  year,  continued  to  meet  four- 
monthly.  For  the  year  1965,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  for  this  Area,  presided  as  Chairman  in  accordance  with  previous 
agreement. 


The  statistics  of  the  District  work  undertaken  throughout  1965  are  given  below. 


Number  of  families 
under  discussion  on 
1st  January,  1965 

2 


Number  of  fam- 
ilies added  to 
agenda 


Number  of  families 
on  which  discussion 
closed 

1 


Number  of  families 
remaining  for 
discussion 

1 


EDUCATION  ACT,  1944. 

Local  Authority. 

The  Durham  County  Council  is  the  Local  Education  Authority  for  the  Urban 
District. 

School  Health  Services. 

The  School  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  These  are 
the  responsibility  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  who,  as  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer,  carries  out  the  requirements  of  the  Act  through  his  Deputy  and  staff.  The 
services  provide  for  systematic  medical  inspection,  by  routine  attendances  at 
schools  of  a School  Medical  Officer,  and  for  the  medical  and  dental  treatment  of 
school  children.  Special  School  Clinics  have  been  built — often  a Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre  functions  in  the  same  building— where  a School  Medical 
Officer  attends  on  a sessional  basis. 

When  a child  is  found  at  medical  examination  to  require  specialist  examination 
or  treatment,  arrangements  are  made,  with  the  agreement  of  the  parents  and  the 
family  doctor,  for  the  child  to  attend  the  appropriate  hospital  or  clinic.  Facilities  are 
provided  at  school  clinics  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments,  defective  vision, 
dental  and  speech  defects.  Special  schools  are  provided  for  handicapped  children 
who  are  educationally  subnormal  or  delicate.  When  necessary,  arrangements  are 
made  for  other  handicapped  children  to  be  placed  in  special  schools  maintained  by 
other  Authorities. 


22 


HOUSING  ACTS,  1924-1957. 

Aged  Persons  Accommodation. 

The  Council  have  continued,  during  the  year,  their  policy  of  providing  dwellings 
especially  suited  to  the  needs  of  aged  persons. 

The  number  of  such  dwellings,  which  have  been  erected  since  1936,  is  as 


follows: — 

Winlaton  207 

Rowlands  Gill  96 

Chopwell  67 


Total  ...  370 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948-1951. 

Section  21 — Provision  of  Residential  Accommodation. 

Hostel  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  County  in  No.  1 Health  Area  at: 
Winton  House,  Parkhead  Estate,  Winlaton.  Tel.  No.  Blaydon  2900 
“The  Hermitage”,  Front  Street,  Whickham.  Tel.  No.  Whickham  887372 
Derwentdale  House,  Ryton.  Tel.  No.  Ryton  2009 

The  hostel  at  Ryton  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  residents  on  the  19th 
August,  1965.  It  provides  45  beds  and  housed  40  residents,  17  male  and  23  female, 
at  the  end  of  1965. 

Residents  requiring  such  type  of  accommodation  can  be  admitted  also  to  any 
of  the  County  Hostels  throughout  Durham  County.  Information  regarding  these 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  37  residents  of  the  District,  25  males  and  12  females, 
were  accommodated  in  Residential  Part  III  Accommodation. 

Section  47 — Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and 
Attention. 

Although  the  Council  are  authorised  under  these  Acts,  in  certain  cases,  to  apply 
for  compulsory  powers  to  remove  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  in  most 
cases  people  are  anxious  to  remain  in  their  own  homes.  It  has  not  been  found 
necessary  during  this  year  to  take  such  action.  While  there  is  increasing  evidence 
of  persons  who  are  aged,  infirm,  living  alone  and  in  need  of  some  degree  of 
assistance,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Home  Help  Service  and  the  Welfare 
Department  of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  of  the  National  Assistance  Board, 
it  has  been  possible  to  effect  improvement  in  the  welfare  of  these  persons  in  their 
homes  or  by  admission  to  Part  III  Accommodation  on  a voluntary  basis.  As  a 
result,  recourse  to  compulsory  powers  is  rarely  needed. 

Section  50 — Burial  and  Cremation  of  the  Dead. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  part  of  the  Act. 
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IV 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


PREVALENCE 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  was  379 
as  compared  with  129  in  1964. 

Table  comparing  Numbers  of  Notifications  during  the  years  1964/65. 


No.  of  Cases  1964 


No.  of  Cases  1965 


Notified 

Confirmed 

by 

Laboratory 

Notified 

Confirmed 

by 

Laboratory 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

10 

14 

11 

12 

23 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

4 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

35 

38 

73 

— 

178 

162 

340 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

Ophthalmic  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

9 

7 

16 

16 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

7 

3 

10 

10 

4 

1 

5 

5 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

5 

3 

8 

— 

4 

— 

4 

3 

Meninges  & C.N.S. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Forms 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

61 

68 

129 

26 

201 

178 

379 

10 
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Incidence  of  Principal  Infectious  Diseases  since  1956 


Year 

ScarletFever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied 

X 

4-> 

0> 

Q 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied 

trt 

XI 

4-» 

to 

O 

Q 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied 

to 

Xi 

4-> 

CtJ 

O 

Q 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied 

71 

Xi 

•u 

0) 

Q 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied 

to 

Xi 

-f-» 

t« 

0) 

Q 

Cases 

Noti- 

fied 

X 

cO 

O 

Q 

1956 

14 

173 

1 

45 

i 

23 

2 

1967 

13 



— 



— 



575 

— 

60 

— 

20 

3 

1958 

7 



— 



— 

16 

— 

55 

— 

18 

— 

1959 

39 



— 

— 

— 

- 

367 

— 

11 

— 

11 

— 

1960 

7 







— 



8 

— 

3 

— 

18 

7 

1961 

6 







— 



539 

— 

8 

— 

23 

4 

1962 

5 





— 



8 

— 

44 

— 

11 

2 

1963 

5 





— 



383 

— 

4 

— 

11 

2 

1964 

14 





2 

. — 

73 

— 

1 

— 

10 

5 

1965 

23 

1 

— 

— 

___ 

— 

340 

— 

4 

— 

4 

5 

Table  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1965 
showing  Monthly  and  Ward  Distribution 


MONTHS 

WARDS 

January 

>> 

CO 

p 

3 

(V 

March 

April 

CO 

June 

July 

August 

43 

e 

2 

a 

<y 

w 

October 

November 

December 

TOTALS 

Blaydon 

W inlaton 

Rowlands  Gill;  H.  Spetn 

| C'hopwell 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

4 

23 

10 

13 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

- 

4 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

18 

33 

82 

104 

18 

19 

54 

6 

2 

— 

2 

2 

340 

117 

179 

44 

— 

Acuite  Fneumonia 

Meningcoccal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Food  Poisoning 
Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Meninges  & C.N.S. 

1 

Other  Forms 

1 

1 

Totals 

18 

35 

84 

111 

18 

26 

57 

10 

5 

9 

6 

379 

130 

203 

44 

2 

25 


Table  of  Infectious  Diseases  showing 
Age  Group  Distribution  during  1965 


<D 

AGE 

GROUP 

o 

£ 

CO 

4> 

CO 

aJ 

O 

4-> 

O 

H 

Under  1 year 

12  years 

3-4  years 

5-9  years 

10-14  years 

1 5- 19  years 

20-24  years 

25-44  years 

45-64  years 

65  and  over 

Age  unknown 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 



3 

4 

13 



1 



1 

— 



I 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

I 

2 

I 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

64 

Measles 

34« 

IO 

T I I 

143 

I 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Smallpox 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Erysipelas 

Dysen' ery 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Food  Poisoning 

-- 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 
Tuberculosis 

5 

“ 

4 

I 

” 

Respiratory 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Meninges  & C.N.S 

Other  Forms 

I 

I 

Totals 

379 

1 1 

I l6 

148 

82 

I 

5 

I 

I 

— 

3 

11 

Scarlet  Fever. 

23  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified. 

The  policy  of  home  treatment  of  this  disease  has  continued  where  satisfactory 
isolation  arrangements  were  possible.  When  hospital  isolation  is  considered 
necessary,  admission  to  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital  is  arranged. 

Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  notified  since  1954. 

Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  have  been  notified  since  1959. 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  smallpox  have  been  notified  since  1930. 

Dysentery. 

2 cases  of  dysentery  were  notified. 

Typhoid  Fever, 

No  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  notified  since  1952. 

Paratyphoid  Fever. 

No  cases  of  paratyphoid  were  notified  and  apart  from  last  year  the  last  previous 
occasion  that  the  disease  was  notified  was  in  1955. 

Food  Poisoning. 

5 cases  were  notified. 


Tuberculosis. 

5 cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified.  4 cases  of  respiratory  and  1 of  non- 
respiratory.  5 deaths  from  the  disease  were  reported.  Details  of  the  incidence 
and  the  numbers  of  persons  registered  are  given  below. 


Table  A — -Case  incidence  and  mortality  notified  during  1965. 


M. 

Respiratory 

F.  Total 

Non-Respiratory 

M.  F.  Total 

M. 

Total 

F. 

Total 

On  Register  at  1.1.65 

50 

58 

108 

4 

5 

9 

54 

63 

117 

New  Cases 

4 

— 

4 

— 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

Cases  removed  into  District  ... 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

54 

59 

113 

5 

6 

1 1 

59 

65 

124 

Recovered 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

3 

Cases  removed  from  District 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Died 

4 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

5 

On  Register  at  31.12.65 

48 

58 

106 

4 

6 

10 

52 

64 

116 

Table  B — Age  group  distribution  of  new  cases  notified  (including  inward 
transfers): — 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Under  1 year  

M. 

F. 

M F. 

1—  4 

— 

— 



5—14  

— 

— 



15—24  

— 

— 

— 1 

25—34  

— 

— 



35—44  

-0) 

— 

— — 

45—54  

— 

— 



55—64  

— 

— 



65  and  over  ...  

3 

— 



Age  not  known 

1 

— (1) 



Totals  ...  

4(1) 

-(1) 

— 1 

( ) shows  number  of  inward  transfers. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  with  regard  to  the  employment  in  dairies  of 
persons  sulTcring  from  tuberculosis;  not  was  action  necessary  under  Section  172 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

CONTROL 

Below  are  given  statistics  and  information  of  the  measures  which  have  been 
taken  for  the  protection,  of  residents  in  the  District,  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough.  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox  and  Tuberculosis. 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 

Protection  against  each  of  these  infections  can  be  given  separately  or  jointly, 
and  details  of  the  work  undertaken  through  health  services  in  this  District  are  given 
below. 

Diphtheria. 

General  Practitioner,  and  Child  Welfare  (L.A.),  Services. 


Children 

bom 

in  . 

..  1958-61 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Primary 

1 

7 

25 

240 

196 

Boosters 

..  144 

17 

151 

65 

— 

Area  Health 

(LA.) 

Services  (in  Schools). 

Children 

born 

in  . 

..  1958-61 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Primary 

69 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Boosters 

..  210 

— 

— 

— 

. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

General  Practitioner,  and  Child  Welfare  (L.A.),  Services. 


Children  born  in  .. 

,.  1958-61 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Primary  

6 

6 

24 

239 

194 

Boosters  

..  74 

15 

149 

64 

— 

Tetanus. 

General  Practitioner,  and  Child  Welfare  (L.A.),  Services. 


Children  born  in  . 

..  1958-61 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Primary  

..  22 

7 

25 

240 

196 

Boosters  

..  146 

17 

150 

65 

— 

Area  Health  (L.A.)  Services  (in  Schools). 

Children  born  in  . 

..  1958-61 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Primary  

70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Boosters  

..  79 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis. 

Details  of  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations  and  boosters  given  during  the 
year  1965  are  as  shown  below. 

Primary  Vaccinations  (Injections  and  Oral). 

Salk  (Injections). 

2 primary  courses  and  7 booster  doses  were  given. 

Sabin  (Oral). 

652  primary  courses  and  461  booster  doses  of  oral  vaccine  were  given. 


Smallpox. 

Details  of  the  number  of  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  given  during  1965 


are  given  below. 

Primary  Vaccination 

Under  1 year 

1 year 

2^4  years 

5-14  years 

15 

years  or  over 

Total 

29 

149 

32  7 

Re- Vaccination 

6 

223 

Under  1 year 

1 year 

2-4  years 

5-14  years 

15 

years  or  over 

Total 

Tuberculosis. 

7 

7 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 


Details  of  the  programmes  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  carried  out  by  the  Area 
Health  Services  in  schools  in  1965  are  given  below. 

No.  No.  Heaf  Non-  Total  in 


Blaydon  East  Modern  

Vaccinated 

58 

Positive 

6 

Consents 

8 

Age  Group 
87 

Blaydon  Grammar  

47 

10 

2 

66 

Blaydon  Roman  Catholic  

17 

8 

14 

41 

Chopwell  Modern  

29 

2 

— 

38 

Highfield  Roman  Catholic  

2 

— 

— 

5 

Hookergate  Grammar  

62 

5 

9 

84 

Rowlands  Gill  Modern  

58 

7 

11 

82 

Stella  Roman  Catholic  

5 

2 

— 

10 

Winlaton  Modem  

39 

6 

4 

62 

Total  . 

..  317 

46 

48 

475 
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V. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


1.  Water  Supply. 

All  the  houses  in  the  District  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  Water  Under- 
takings’ mains.  Part  of  the  township  of  Blaydon  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Water  Company.  The  remainder  of  the  District  is  supplied  by 
Durham  County  Water  Board.  The  supplies  were  continuous  and  plentiful. 

Routine  samples  for  bacteriological  examination,  totalling  27,  were  taken  from 
the  domestic  supply  of  houses  in  each  Ward.  The  results  indicated  that  the  water 
was  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality. 

A small  number  of  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  physical  quality 
of  the  water.  These  tended  to  be  localised  and  routine  flushings  of  the  mains  in 
the  affected  areas  were  carried  out  with  successful  results. 

I am  indebted  to  the  respective  Water  Undertakings  which  have  supplied  the 
following  information: — 

(a)  Durham  County  Water  Board. 

8.178  premises  in  the  District  were  supplied  by  the  Board. 

Of  the  42  samples  taken  to  check  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water,  32 
were  classed  as  excellent. 

Work  carried  out  in  the  District  has  been  in  connection  with  the  usual  extensions 
of  mains  required  for  housing  development. 

Work  on  the  new  Honey  Hill  Treatment  Works  is  still  progressing. 

(b)  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

2,508  premises  in  this  District  were  supplied  by  the  Company. 

A total  of  1,233  works  control  samples  from  the  Whittle  Dene  and  Henderson 
Filters  were  examined  in  the  Company’s  Laboratory  during  the  year  and,  of  these, 
98.94%  were  excellent.  38  samples,  taken  at  random  in  the  area  supplied  by  the 
Company,  were  all  excellent. 

A further  336  linear  yards  of  4"  diameter  new  water  pipes  were  laid  in 
connection  with  industrial  and  housing  development. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  complaints  were  received  which  necessitated  the  institution  of  formal  action. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation. 

General  improvement  in  closet  accommodation  standards  in  older  houses  has 
continued  during  the  year  with  the  aid  of  Standard  Improvement  Grants,  40  houses 
being  provided  with  inside  water  closets  and  2 ash-closets  being  converted  into 
water  closets. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  number  and  types  of  closet  accommodation 
in  the  District. 
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4.  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

The  administration  and  supervision  of  this  service  is  the  responsibility  ol  the 
Health  Depaitment.  The  removal  of  household,  shop  and  factory  refuse  is  carried 
out  by  direct  labour. 

In  the  interest  of  economy  and  efficiency  of  the  cleansing  service,  the  District 
is  divided  into  two  sub-districts,  as  follows: — 

(a)  Blaydon  and  Winlaton  Wards  with  garage  and  depot  at  Hallgarth, 
Winlaton. 

(b)  Rowlands  Gill  and  High  Spen  Ward  and  Chopwell  Ward  with  garaee  and 
depot  at  Chopwell. 

This  authority  undertakes  the  removal  of  trade  refuse  from  factory,  office  and 
shop  premises  for  which  reasonable  charges  are  made  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Section  73  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  During  the  year,  this 
service  extended  to  191  premises  at  a cost,  to  the  occupiers,  of  £618. 

The  amount  of  paper  and  cardboard  in  household  refuse  still  tends  to  increase 
each  year  which  necessitated  the  ordering,  for  introduction  into  the  service,  of 
vehicles  of  greater  carrying  capacity,  fitted  with  compaction  units.  The  Council 
accordingly  placed  on  order,  for  delivery,  a 35  cu.  yd.  refuse  collection  vehicle  to 
replace  a 10  cu.  yd.  side  loader. 

The  introduction  of  the  paper  sack  system,  of  refuse  collection  in  the  District, 
last  year  proved  very  successful  and  was  much  appreciated  by  householders. 

At  the  end  of  1965,  the  refuse  collection  staff  comprised  1 foreman,  4 charge- 
hand  loaders,  4 drivers,  17  loaders  and  3 refuse  tip  workmen. 

The  work  was  carried  out  regularly  and,  on  the  whole,  satisfactorily  through- 
out the  year. 

5.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Council  are  represented  on  the  Tyneside  Sewage  Disposal  Working 
Committee,  a body  comprising  representatives  from  all  riparian  authorities  both 
north  and  south  of  the  River  Tyne;  its  aims  and  objects  arc  to  alleviate  pollution  of 
the  river  by  crude  sewage. 

The  Council  aims  at  100%  treatment  of  sewage  within  its  District  and  the 
following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  proposed  schemes  which  have  been 
agreed  upon  to  date: — 


Area  to  be  served 

Proposed  Works 

Estimated 

Cost 

Remarks 

High  Spen  and 

Rowlands  Gill  Wards 

Abandon  High  Spen  South  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  and  construct 
gravity  sewer  to  Lockhaugh  Disposal 
Works. 

£13,000 

Scheme  with 
Minister. 

High  Spen  and 

Rowlands  Gill  Wards 

Reconsideration  of  extensions  to 
bring  effluent  up  to  Royal  Com- 
mission standard  and  cater  for 
future  population  increase. 

Amended 
scheme  being 
prepared. 

Chopwell  Ward 

Reconstruction  of  Blackhall  Mill 
Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Scheme  under 
consideration 
by  Council. 
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6.  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

It  was  not  possible  to  implement  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  3 during  the  year, 
due  to  the  unavailability  of  adequate  supplies  of  fuel  suitable  for  burning  in  open 
fires  and  to  the  financial  burden  which  would  be  necessary  to  meet  installation  of 
appliances  suitable  for  burning  hard  coke,  although  the  Council  fully  appreciate 
the  urgent  need  for  improved  atmospheric  purity. 

Smoke  observations  of  industrial  plant  chimneys  were  made  from  time  to  time 
and  it  was  found  necessary  in  one  case  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  management  to 
a breach  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted)  Regulations.  With  the  help  and 
co-operation  of  the  Manager  and  the  Alkali  Inspector,  certain  alterations  to  the 
plant  were  carried  out  resulting  in  the  elimination  of  the  cause  of  the  complaint. 

7.  Noise  Abatement. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  any  formal  action  under  the  Noise 
Abatement  Act,  1960 

8.  Moveable  Dwellings  and  Caravan  Sites. 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960. 

Informal  action  was  necessary  in  three  cases  where  the  occupier  contravened 
the  Act  by  siting  a residential  caravan  on  an  unlicensed  site. 

9.  Offensive  Trades. 

No  establishments,  defined  as  “offensive  trades”  under  Section  107  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  operate  in  the  District. 

10.  Shops  Act,  1950. 

Having  a population  of  over  20,000,  this  Council  exercises  powers  under  this 

Act. 


Visits  were  made  to  shop  premises  from  time  to  time  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act  and  it  was  found  that  the  provisions  relating  to  statutory  closing  hours  were 
generally  complied  with  by  the  occupiers. 

The  attention  of  a number  of  shop  proprietors  was  drawn  to  the  lack  of 
facilities,  in  connection  with  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  workers,  required  to 
conform  with  the  Act.  These  requirements  were  complied  with  without  having 
to  institute  formal  action. 

11.  Hairdressers  and  Barbers. 

Routine  inspections  of  hairdressing  establishments,  of  which  there  are  20  ladies’ 
and  12  gentlemen’s  in  the  District,  were  continued  Copies  of  Byelaws  relating 
to  Hairdressers  and  Barbers  were  handed  to  each  occupier;  and  inspectors 
particularly  stressed  the  need  of  cleanliness  of  premises,  equipment  and  clothing, 
and  of  effective  sterilisation  of  brushes,  combs  and  similar  instruments  used  in  the 
trade. 

Written  notices  were  served  upon  the  occupiers  of  2 premises  drawing  attention 
to  contraventions  of  the  Byelaws.  These  had  been  complied  with  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  adoption  by  the  Council,  of  the  Byelaws  as  to  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  has  undoubtedly  proved  worthwhile  and  has 
greatly  assisted  the  Department  in  ensuring  a much  improved  standard  of  hygiene 
in  respect  of  personnel,  equipment  and  premises. 

12.  Factories. 

T he  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  116. 
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115  inspections  were  made  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health.  No 
infringements  were  found  which  required  statutory  action. 

Certain  contraventions,  of  Section  7 of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  relating  to 
sanitary  accommodation,  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  factory  owners  in  1 1 cases. 
Satisfactory  remedial  measures  were  taken  in  all  cases. 

13.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

No  common  lodging  houses  exist  in  the  District. 

14.  Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs. 

95  visits  to  licensed  premises  were  made  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1960. 

Generally  it  was  found  that  managers,  licensees  and  club  stewards  recognised 
their  responsibilities  and  obligations  under  the  Regulations  and,  where  minor 
infringements  were  found,  they  readily  co-operated  and  took  the  necessary  remedial 
measures  at  the  time  of  the  inspection.  In  19  cases,  however,  the  nature  of  the 
offences  warranted  the  service  of  written  notices,  all  of  which  had  been  complied 
with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


15.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Rodent  Control. 

No.  of  premises  inspected  408 

No  of  premises  inspected  and  found  to  be  infested  with: — 

(a)  Rats,  major  infestations  Nil 

minor  infestations  66 

(b)  Mice,  major  infestations  Nil 

minor  infestations  89 


Premises  Treated 


Dwelling 

Houses 

Hospitals 

Agricultural 

Holdings 

eBusiness 

Premises 

Schools 

Refuse  Tips  & 
Sewage  Works 

Rats 

10 

1 

18 

28 

4 

10 

Mice 

42 

Nil 

Nil 

43 

2 

Nil 

Totals 

52 

1 

18 

71 

6 

10 

Sewers  throughout  the  District  were  treated  twice  during  the  year  and  post 
baiting  checks  indicated  that  the  sewers  were  relatively  free  from  rat  infestations. 


A further  survey  of  the  river  bank  from  Ryton  Willows  to  Derwent  Haugh 
was  carried  out  jointly  by  Ryton  and  Blaydon  rodent  operators  and  subsequent 
treatments  proved  fairly  successful. 

(b)  Insect  Control. 

The  most  frequent  insect  infestations  met  with  during  the  year  were  those 
of  cockroach,  furniture  beetle,  ant  and  clover  mite. 

All  reported  infestations  were  investigated:  insecticides  were  issued  and  advice 
given  on  their  proper  use.  Where  major  infestations  occurred,  the  work  of 
disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  members  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  infestations  dealt  with  during  1965: — 


Insect 


Dwelling-houses  Other  Premises 


Cockroach 
Clover  Mite  ... 
Furniture  Beetle 

Ants  

Wasps  ... 

Totals 


32 

56 

14 

4 

2 

108 


7 


7 
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1 6.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

Premises,  to  which  the  Act  applies  and  in  respect  ol  which  the  Council  is  the 
enforcing  authority,  were  visited  during  the  year  and  advice  given  to  employers  as 
to  their  responsibilities  and  obligations  under  the  Act. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  take  informal  action  again  16  employers  in  respect 
of  minor  contraventions  of  the  Act.  Satisfactory  remedial  measures  were  carried 
out. 


REGISTRATION 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices  ...  

9 

90 

20 

Retail  shops 

25 

186 

134 

Wholesale  shops,  ware- 
houses 

4 

20 

2 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  public,  canteens 

_ 

3 

3 

Fuel  Storage  depots 

2 

2 

— 

Totals  ...  

40 

301 

159 

Number  of  visits,  by  inspectors,  to  all  kinds  of  registered  premises,  575. 


ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  Persons  Employed 


Offices  

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public  ... 
Canteens 

Fuel  Storage  depots  ...  

490 

697 

122 

12 

Nil 

9 

Total  ...  ...  

1,330 

Total  Males  

592 

Total  Females  ...  

738 

17.  Cinemas. 

On  inspection,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  and  the  provision  of  sanitary 
accommodation  at  the  two  cinemas  in  operation  in  the  District  was  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

18.  Disinfection  of  Houses. 

A supply  of  germicidal  fluid  and  disinfectant  powder  is  kept  in  store  for  use 
by  householders  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases.  If  and  when  found  necessary, 
fumigation  by  the  public  health  inspectorate  is  carried  out. 

19.  Mortuaries. 

The  District  has  one  mortuary  situated  in  a building  in  the  yard  of  the  Council 
Offices.  Post-mortems,  if  required,  are  carried  out  in  Normans  Riding  Hospital  by 
arrangement  with  the  Hospital  Authorities. 
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20.  Schools. 

Close  liaison  continued  to  exist  between  the  Divisional  Education  Office  and 
the  Health  Department  on  matters  relating  to  infectious  disease,  sanitary  accom- 
modation, refuse  disposal,  food  handling  and  pest  infestations  in  schools  throughout 
the  District.  This  helped  considerably  to  maintain  satisfactory  hygienic  standards 
at  these  premises. 

21.  Recreation  Grounds. 

The  Open  Spaces  Committee  has  continued  to  be  particularly  active  resulting 
in  considerable  progress  being  made  towards  the  provision  of  recreational  and 
welfare  facilities  throughout  the  District. 

In  Winlaton  and  Rowlands  Gill  Wards,  where  future  population  and  new 
housing  development  is  expected  to  be  concentrated,  preparations  for  parks,  grassed 
areas  and  playing  fields  are  being  made.  In  these  and  other  vicinities,  areas  are 
being  laid  out  as  attractive  iawns  and  flower  beds;  and  extensive  tree  planting 
will  be  carried  out  where  suitable. 

Reclamation  of  derelict  land  north-east  of  Shibdon  Road,  allocated  on  the 
Blaydon  Town  Map  for  playing  fields  and  public  open  space,  has  progressed 
steadily  during  the  year. 

New  equipment,  such  as  swings,  have  been  added  to  existing  facilities  in  playing 
fields  and  two  new  play  areas  for  children  have  been  provided  near  to  large  Council 
estates.  A new  natural  park-land,  to  be  called  Shibdon  Park,  is  planned  for  the 
future.  Facilities  such  as  bowling  greens,  which  may  be  used  by  Old  Age  Pensioners 
free  of  charge,  are  also  to  be  provided. 

These  most  welcome  improvements  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  health  and 
happiness  of  the  community. 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Defects  and  Nuisances  Remedied 


No.  of 
Inspect- 
ions 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
served 

No.  of 
Statutorj 
Notices 
served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Food  Hygiene  Regulation: — 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

759 

56 

— 

51 

„ re  : Unfit  Food 

134 

— 

— 

— 

„ Licensed  Premises 

95 

19 

— 

19 

„ re : Bacteriological 

Examinations 

78 

— 

— 

— 

„ re : Typhoid  Precautions 

300 

— 

— 

— 

„ of  Mobile  Shops 

22 

5 

— 

5 

Public  Health  Acts : — 

Water  Supply 

43 

43 

— 

41 

Disrepair 

296 

249 

— 

249 

Refuse  Collection 

274 

106 

— 

106 

Insect  Infestations 

117 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Drainage 

21 

19 

— 

19 

Infectious  Diseases 

184 

— 

— 

— 

Nuisances 

55 

36 

— 

36 

Foul  Conditions 

9 

9 

— 

9 

Hairdressers 

33 

2 

— 

2 

Dangerous  Structures 

6 

6 

— 

6 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

4 

4 

— 

4 

Offensive  Smells 

21 

— 

— 

— 

Flooding 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Acts  : — 

House  Inspection 

753 

— 

— 

— 

Proposed  Improvement  Areas 

143 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

448 

_ 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act 

485 







Clean  Air  Act 

117 







National  Assistance  Act 

18 

— 



— 

Factories  Act 

115 

11 

— 

11 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 

Development  Act 

5 

3 

— 

3 

Pet  Animals  Act  and  Meat  Staining 

Regulations 

17 

10 

— 

10 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

Act 

107 

16 

— 

16 

Poisons  and  Pharmacies  Act 

4 

4 



4 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act 

21 

21 

— 

21 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Riding  Establishments  Act 

5 

2 

— 

2 

Durham  County  Council  Act 

4 

Totals 

4699 

621 

— 

614 
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VI-  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

1.  Milk  and  Milk  Producfs. 

Dairy  Farms. 

supervison  of  milk  production  at  the  dairy  farms  in  the  District  is  under- 
taken by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Dairies. 


Four  dairies,  used  mainly  as  receiving  depots, 
Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 


remained  registered  under  the 


Distributors  and  Retailers. 


The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  licensing  and  undertake  miik 
sampling  in  respect  of  milk  of  special  designation. 


Milk  Sampling. 


The  following  table 
County  Council. 

shows 

the  results  of  milk  sampling  undertaken  by  the 

Class  of  Milk 

No.  Taken  Appropriate  Test 

No.  Passed  No.  Failed 

Pasteurised  

33 

Methylene  Blue  ... 
Phosphatase 

33  — 

Sterilised  

16 

Turbidity 

33  — 

Untreated 

■jrv • _ p m *»»» 

11 

Methylene  Blue 

Biological 

(Brucella  abortus) 

16  — 

11  — 

10 

Disease  from  Milk. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949. 


Ice  Cream. 

One  establishment  remained  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream.  The  apparatus  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  product 
is  of  modern  design  which  enables  the  occupier  of  the  premises  to  comply  fully 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1959-63. 

52  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from  shops 
and  mobile  vans.  40  of  these  proved  to  be  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality 
while  the  remaining  12  did  not  come  up  to  the  desired  standard. 

After  a thorough  investigation,  it  was  found  that  the  ice  cream,  from  which 
the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained,  was  contaminated  during  transit  from  the 
manufacturer  to  the  vendor’s  premises.  Remedial  measures  were  taken  with 
satisfactory  results. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  samples  taken  from  the  trader's  premises  were  of 
high  bacteriological  quality. 

2.  Meat  and  Meat  Products. 

Meat. 

A slaughterhouse  licence  in  respect  of  the  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the 
District,  the  layout,  construction  and  equipment  of  which  complied  with  the 
Slaughterhouse  Regulations,  was  renewed  under  the  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958. 


All  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected;  these  numbered  51  cattle,  140  sheep 
and  20  pigs. 


Four  slaughterman  licences  were  renewed  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act, 
1958,  for  a period  of  twelve  months. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

51 

— 

— 

140 

20 

Number  inspected 

51 

— 

— 

140 

20 

All  diseased  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

9 

— 

— 

2 

2 

17.82% 

— 

— 

1.42% 

10.00% 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Cysticercosis  Only 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  ...  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

More  detailed  information  in  respect  of  the  above  table  is  set  out  below: — 


All  such  meat,  found  to  be  unsound  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  disposed 
of  so  as  to  prevent  its  use  for  human  consumption. 

155  lbs.  Hindquarter  Beef  ...  Imperfect  Bleeding. 

64  lbs.  Hindquarter  Beef  ...  Extensive  Bruising. 

1 Bovine  Head  and  Tongue  ...  Actinomycosis. 

78  lbs.  Bovine  Liver  Parasitic. 

14  lbs.  Bovine  Liver  ...  ...  Abscesses. 

1 pair  Bovine  Lungs Parasitic. 

1 Leg  of  Pork Imperfect  Bleeding. 

40  lbs.  Hindquarter  Pork  ...  Muscular  Atrophy. 

2 pairs  Sheep  Lungs Pleurisy. 

Pet  Foods. 

A pet  food  establishment,  which  receives  horsemeat  and  cowbeef  from  knackers 
yards  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  was  inspected  from  time  to  time. 
Th-'  premises  was  found  to  be  m a satisfactory  condition  with  regard  to  cleanliness 
and  structure  but  75%  of  the  meat,  for  sale  in  a raw  state,  was  not  being  stained  in 
accordance  with  the  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation)  Regulations,  1960. 

Several  samples  of  knacker  meat  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  organisms  of  the  Salmonella  Group  were  isolated  in  two  cases. 
1 he  occupier’s  attention  was  drawn  to  this  breach  of  the  Regulations  and  he  was 
urged,  in  view  of  the  bacteriological  reports,  to  instal  additional  sterilisation 
equipment.  This  advice  was  complied  with  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  danger  of  sale 
of  Salmonella  infected  meat  will  be  obviated  thereby. 
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Meat  Products. 

1,111  lbs.  of  canned  meat,  found  to  be  unsound,  was  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  disposed  of  so  as  to  prevent  its  use  for  human  consumption. 

3.  Other  Foods. 

The  following  other  food  products  were  found  to  be  unsound,  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  disposed  of  so  as  to  prevent  their  use  for  human  consumption. 


Canned  Foods  Weight 

Fruit  2,425  lbs. 

Vegetables  474  lbs. 

Fish  19  lbs. 

Other  81  lbs. 


Nine  articles  of  food,  which  were  alleged  by  the  purchasers  to  be  not  of  the 
nature  or  substance  or  quality  expected  at  the  time  of  purchase,  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Health  Department;  as  and  when  necessary,  liaison  with  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Department  of  the  Durham  County  Council  is  established  to  determine 
appropriate  action  required.  Below  is  given  a brief  summary  of  the  measures  taken 
respecting  the  nine  articles  referred  to. 


Article  of  Food 

Complaint 

Remarks 

1 large  white  sliced  loaf. 

Contaminated  by  extraneous 
matter. 

Referred  to  Durham  County 
Council  Weights  and  Measures 
Department.  A letter  of  caution 
sent  to  baker  concerned. 

1 packet  of  crumpets. 

Contained  mould  growth. 

Referred  to  Durham  County 
Council  Weights  and  Measures 
Department.  Court  preceedings 
— vendor  fined. 

1 small  tin  Tuna  fish. 

Absence  of  preservative. 

A letter  of  caution  sent  to 
vendor. 

1 tin  corned  beef. 

Wire  embedded  in  meat. 

A letter  of  caution  sent  to 
vendor. 

1 wrapped  rice  cake. 

Contained  mould  growth. 

Court  proceedings  — case  not 
proven. 

1 tin  Cream  of  Mushroom 
Soup. 

Contained  severe  mould 
growth. 

A letter  of  caution  sent  to 
vendor. 

1 small  tin  chopped  pork. 

A cockroach  embedded  in 
meat 

A letter  of  caution  sent  to 
vendor. 

1 box  of  Swiss  Rolls. 

Stale. 

A letter  of  caution  sent  to 
vendor. 

1 wrapped  Battenberg  cake. 

Contained  mould  growth. 

A letter  of  caution  sent  to 
vendor. 

4.  Food  Premises. 

The  following  table  summarises  details  of  food  premises  subject  to  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960.  grouped  in  categories  of  trade  carried  on  or 
in  them.  It  should  be  noted  that,  in  many  cases,  other  types  of  commodities  are 
sold  besides  the  principal  trade: — 
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All  samples  were  certified  to  be  of  genuine  quality  with  the  exception  of: — 

1 . Crumpets. 

Crumpets  which  contained  a mould  growth.  At  subsequent  court 
proceedings  the  vendors  concerned  were  fined  £15  and  ordered  to  pay 
costs  of  £9  3s.  Od. 

2.  Small  White  Sliced  Loaf  containing  a very  small  amount  of  mineral  oil. 

A letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the  bakers  concerned. 

3.  Part  of  a large  wrapped  sliced  loaf  embedded  with  particles  of  charred 
bread. 

A letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the  bakers  concerned. 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963. 

The  following  particulars  show  tests  carried  out  under  the  Liquid  Egg 
(Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963. 

(i)  Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District  Nil. 

(ii)  Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the 

Alpha-Amylase  test  and  their  results  (a)  Five. 

(b)  All  satisfactory. 
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VII.  HOUSING 

Further  progress  towards  the  betterment  of  housing  conditions  in  the  District 
was  made  during  the  year,  33  families  being  moved  to  Council  housing  estates  from 
houses  condemned  under  the  Housing  Act  as  unfit. 

The  dwellings  listed  below  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  subsequently 
repiesented  to  the  Council  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered 
fit  at  a reasonable  cost.  No  proposals  as  to  their  future  use  were  received  from 
the  owners  concerned  and  the  Council  therefore  made  appropriate  Orders  under 
Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

Demolition  Orders. 

Nos.  1 to  7 and  9 to  23  Lintzford  Cottages,  Rowlands  Gill. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6 and  7 Otto  Terrace,  Ottovale,  Blaydon. 

Nos.  10,  11  and  12  Stella  Road,  Stella,  Blaydon. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 and  5 Quarry  Row,  Blaydon. 

Closing  Orders. 

No.  60  Front  Street,  Winlaton. 

No.  51  John  Street,  Blaydon. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders. 

The  survey  and  examination,  of  the  properties  in  the  first  of  four  proposed 
Clearance  Areas  in  the  Blaydon  Ward,  was  completed  and  an  official  representation 
that  the  198  houses  in  the  area  were  unfit  for  habitation  was  duly  made  to  the 
Council  on  the  2nd  March,  1965. 

The  Area  was  declared  a Clearance  Area  and  the  Council,  having  decided 
previously  on  the  compulsory  acquisition  of  the  properties  in  accordance  with  Town 
Map  Area  Proposals,  made  the  Blaydon  (Shibdon  Street  No.  1)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1965. 

Several  objections  to  the  Order  were  received  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  and  a Public  Local  Inquiry  was  held  on  the  7th  December,  1965. 
The  Minister’s  decision  is  expected  early  in  1966. 

The  Council  also  considered,  at  their  November  meeting,  the  condition  of  the 
houses  Nos.  2 and  4 Cowen  Street  and  Nos.  8 to  24  (even  numbers)  Rectory  Lane, 
Winlaton,  and  being  satisfied  that  these  dwellngs  were  unfit  for  habitation,  declared 
the  area  to  be  a Clearance  Area. 

As  the  acquisition  of  these  properties,  together  with  adjacent  vacant  land,  was 
considered  reasonably  necessary  for  the  satisfactory  future  development  of  this 
area,  the  Council  decided  to  make  the  Winlaton  (Rectory  Lane)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1965. 

The  Order  was  duly  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment whose  observations  are  awaited. 


Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  as  a result  of  Clearance 

Schemes  or  other  formal  action  23 

(b)  Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

action  2 


Reconditioning  and  Repair. 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure  under  the  Housing 


Acts  or  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action  126 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  Statutory  Notices  Nil 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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Overcrowding. 

Complete  statistics  on  overcrowding  not  being  available,  some  indication  of  its 
extent  may  be  deduced  from  the  following  figures  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager. 


Number  of  Listed  Applications  for  Council  Houses. 


Classification 

Totals 

Not 

Overcrowded 

Over- 

crowded 

% of  Overcrowded 
Premises 

Families  occupying  premises 
as  tenants  

575 

487 

88 

15.30% 

Families  occupying  premises 
as  sub-tenants  

176 

142 

34 

19.30% 

Housing  Applications  from  persons  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  continued 
to  be  given  high  priority  by  the  Allocation  Committee  and  helped  to  alleviate  the 
problem. 

Building  Progress. 

New  Housing  development  by  the  Council  continued  steadily  and  83  houses 
(62  in  Winlaton  Ward  and  21  in  Chopwell  Ward)  were  completed.  At  the  end  of 
1965,  the  Council’s  Building  Department  was  engaged  on.  two  Housing  Schemes 
which  comprised  231  dwellings  at  Winlaton. 

Private  residential  development,  which  was  concentrated  mainly  in  Blaydon, 
Winlaton  and  Rowlands  Gill,  showed  a small  decrease  on  last  year’s  figures,  213 
new  dwellings  being  completed  as  compared  with  254  during  1964. 

The  following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  size  of  houses  constructed 
during  the  year. 


Constructed 

1 Bedroom 

2 Bedrooms 

3 Bedrooms 

4 Bedrooms 

Total 

By  Local  Authority 

6 

38 

23 

— 

83 

By  Private  Developers  ... 

22 

54 

151 

2 

213 

Table  showi rg  number  of  houses  erected  and  occupied  in  the  District  each  year 
since  1955. 


Built 

1955 

195.6 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Totals 

By  Local 
Authority 

157 

108 

135 

77 

139 

115 

98 

68 

63 

93 

83 

1136 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

55 

71 

75 

62 

144 

36 

106 

158 

170 

254 

213 

1344 

Totals 

212 

179 

210 

139 

283 

151 

204 

226 

233 

347 

296  ' 

2480 

Number  of  Habitable  Houses  in  the  District. 


Number  of  Habitable  Houses  in  the  District. 

Blaydon  Ward  2,749 

Winlaton  Ward  3,235 

Rowlands  Gill  and  High  Spen  Ward  2,703 

Chopwell  Ward  1,812 


Total  ...  10,499 
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House  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958. 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 

Steady  progress  under  the  above  Acts  was  made  during  the  year  towards  the 
preservation,  with  the  aid  ot'  improvement  grants,  of  structurally  sound  houses  still 
with  a substantia!  life  ahead  of  them. 

By  the  introduction  of  more  simplified  administrative  procedures,  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  made  it  possible  to  speed  up  the  work  of 
providing  the  amenities  and  also  the  payment  of  grants  to  owners  who  satisfy  the 
statutory  requirements. 

The  Council  has  continued  to  implement  Government  policy  by  encouraging 
landlords  and  owner-occupiers,  whose  dwellings  qualify  for  improvement  grants, 
to  take  advantage  of  this  sound  and  secure  method  of  improving  their  housing 
conditions. 

The  number  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants  during  the  year  was  95,  being 
an  increase  of  6 over  last  year’s  figure  of  89. 

Details  of  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  Standard  Improvement  Grants 


are  as  follow: — 

1.  Number  of  Applications  approved: 

(a)  Owner-Occupiers  67 

(b)  Tenanted  Houses  ...: 28 

2.  Number  of  Dwellings  improved: 

(a)  Owner-Occupiers  37 

(b)  Tenanted  Houses  15 

3.  Amount  paid  in  Grants:  £6,257  10s.  Od. 

4.  Amenities  provided: 

(a)  Fixed  bath  44 

(b)  Shower  — 

(c)  Wash-hand  basin  46 

(d)  Hot  water  supply  42 

(e)  Water  closet  (internal)  40 

(f)  Food  store  24 

5.  Details  of  Standard  Improvement  Grants  since  inception  of  Scheme 
in  1959: 

(a)  Number  of  Applications  received  375 

(b)  Number  of  Applications  approved  380 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  improved  under 

Scheme  • 281 

(d)  Total  amount  paid  in  Grants  £26,905 
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APPENDIX 

Factories  Act,  1961. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  Year  1965 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Blaydon  in  the  County  of  Durham. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 


Part  I of  the  Act. 

!.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

pro- 

secuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  i,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  ... 

5 

5 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  iu  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

111 

110 

11 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  excludin  g out- 
workers' premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

116 

115 

11 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S  1) 

Overcrowding  (S  2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S  3) 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  tS  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 



— 

— 

_ 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

11 

11 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

11 

11 

— 

2 

— 

Outworkers. 

There  are  8 outworkers  in  the  District,  being  an  increase  of  2 over  last  year, 
all  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 

No  cases  of  default  under  Section  133  occurred  and  no  action  was  necessary 
under  Section  134  regarding  unwholesome  premises. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

John  A.  Dryden,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.Chir.,  D.P.H.,  D.I.H. 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  : 

Wilson  Joyce,  Cert.  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.  Joint  Board. 

Cert.  R.S.I.  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  : 

Edward  Ridley,  Cert.  Public  Health  Inspectors  Joint  Board. 

Cert.  R.S.H.  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Cert.  R.S.H.  Smoke  Inspector. 

John  A.  Pickering,  Diploma  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  Education  Board. 

PUPIL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  : 

Derek  R.  Bottomley.  (Post  vacant  from  15th  August,  1965.) 

DEPARTMENTAL  CLERKS  : 

Margaret  M.  Young. 

Irene  Wilson.  (Commenced  duties  with  Department  19th  July,  1965.) 
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